
RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE SHUTDOWN AND DECOMMISSIONING OF LINE 5 
Adopted by the Washtenaw County Democratic Party – August 15, 2020 

WHEREAS the Enbridge Line 5 is a twin 20-inch, 645 mile pipeline owned and operated by the Canadian-based oil transport 
conglomerate, Enbridge Energy, through which 23 million gallons of crude oil and natural gas liquids travel daily, equal to about one 
million gallons per hour; and 

WHEREAS Line 5 oil originating in Alberta, Canada oil fields, runs through Wisconsin and Michigan, bisecting Michigan’s two 
peninsulas through the environmentally sensitive five-mile-wide Straits of Mackinac and crosses waterways in Port Huron, Michigan 
prior to arriving at a port in Sarnia, Ontario Canada; and 

WHEREAS Ninety-five percent of the oil transported through Line 5 returns to Canada to be refined for markets there and overseas; 
and 

WHEREAS the Straits of Mackinac contain extreme, erratic currents that were unaccounted for in 1953 and which create 
destabilizing washouts along the lake bed where the pipeline rests, which could quickly flush any oil spilled there into both Lakes 
Michigan and Huron; and  

WHEREAS University of Michigan scientists modeled those currents and reported it “the worst possible place for an oil spill in the 
Great Lakes”, estimating that a spill could cover 700 miles of shoreline and impact an area of 17,000 square miles; and  

WHEREAS the 67-year-old pipeline, designed for 50 years of operation, has spilled numerous times, and at least 1.1 million gallons 
lost along its length since 1968 have resulted in devastating impacts to its sensitive ecology, to which Enbridge has been slow to 
respond; and  

WHEREAS the United States Coast Guard has stated they are not equipped to address a rupture of Line 5, especially during winter 
months with ice-covered waters; and 

WHEREAS Enbridge and elected officials have spent the past several years planning to compound the risks to water and land with 
construction of a pipeline within a tunnel as a “replacement” for the existing pipeline, again ignoring 182-year-old treaties between 
the United States Government and Federally recognized Native American tribes containing provisions for off-reservation hunting 
and fishing rights which protect not just the right to fish but also the right to habitats for the fish to exist; and 

WHEREAS a landmark decision by the U.S. Supreme Court on May 20, 2019 upheld these rights and clarified that state laws do not 
supersede treaty obligations that constitute the law of the land under the Constitution, and inherently provide for the Michigan 
Tribes to be included in policy decisions, not simply afforded “consultation”, and 

 WHEREAS the tribes, whose treaty rights were not recognized when the easement for construction of the pipeline was granted to 
Enbridge Energy, have not consented to it being granted, and 

WHEREAS a 2017 Dynamic Risk Report found that propane needed by Upper Peninsula residents and businesses can be provided by 
truck and/or rail, thereby creating jobs and earnings; and 

WHEREAS the position of the Anishinaabek Caucus and the Federally-recognized 12 tribes of Michigan and CORA (Chippewa Ottawa 
Resource Authority) – which retain fishing rights in the area under the 1836 Treaty of Washington – is in line with the 2016 United 
Tribes of Michigan resolution which “opposes continued operation of unsafe pipelines that endanger tribal lands and resources”;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Michigan Democratic Party calls for immediate State action to decommission and remove Line 
5 from under the Straits of Mackinac and along its entire route across the state, that all permits and negotiations regarding the 
tunnel be stopped, and that alternative methods to deliver propane to Upper Peninsula users, to further safety, be promoted; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be forwarded to the State Democratic Party with a recommendation for its acceptance 
and placement in the appropriate document or with the appropriate committee for action. 

 


