
Resolution Adopting Universal Single-Payer Healthcare (Medicare For All)  
as a Plank in the Party Platform 

Adopted by the Washtenaw County Democratic Party – August 15, 2020 

Whereas the Michigan Democratic Party’s (MDP) Platform, consistent with the Democratic National Party’s 2016 
Platform, states that, Democrats believe that healthcare is a right, not a privilege, and our health care system 
should put people before profits;  

Whereas presumptive Democratic presidential nominee, Vice President Biden has stated that “…healthcare 
should be a right in America,” and yet the 2020 Democratic platform was finalized through committee without 
inclusion of Medicare For All; 

Whereas Article 25 of the United Nations’ Universal Declaration Of Human Rights, which was drafted by the 
commission’s Chair, then First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, was ratified in 1948, and to which the United States is a 
signatory, states that healthcare is a human right of all people. Yet to date, the US Congress has ignored this 
basic human right; 

Whereas the United States of America is; in the throes of a global pandemic, on the fringe of the worst economic 
downturn since the great depression of the twentieth century, facing unprecedented job losses, with more than 30 
million Americans uninsured, and more than 137 million Americans facing financial hardship because of medical 
costs; and 

Whereas 69% of all registered voters and 84% of Democrats support implementation of Medicare For All; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the Michigan Democratic Party  

1. adopts Universal Single-Payer Healthcare, (Medicare For All) as a plank in to the state platform, and to 
urge the Democratic National Committee to adopt the same at the national level; 

 2. strongly urges all Democrats running for office in Michigan, all incumbents, and the presidential nominee 
to adopt and promote Medicare For All as policy, and to consider the direct conflict of interest in accepting 
campaign contributions from any entity engaged in, or lobbying for, the medical, pharmaceutical, or healthcare 
insurance industries, and whether it serves the interests of their constituents; 

3. instructs the Michigan Delegation to the United States Congress, to support legislation via co-sponsorship 
of bills for Medicare For All, as currently introduced to the U.S. Congress; H.R.1384, and S.1129, as demanded 
by constituents; 

4. officially address the critical shortage of healthcare for many Michigan residents by publicly supporting the 
implementation of Medicare For All; and 

5. recognize that a majority of constituents are calling for, and as such demand support for, and 
implementation of, Medicare For All at all levels of government. 

  


