
GUIDE to the  
Michigan Democratic Party  
STATE CONVENTION
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courtesy of the

Saturday, February 20, 2021 Online!
Credentialing open: Thur. Feb. 11, 9 am to Sat. Feb. 20, 12 pm
Caucuses take place Feb. 15–19



Table of Contents

2

Calendar 3

What is the Michigan Democratic Party  
State Convention? 4

The Caucuses 6

The Congressional District Meetings  7

The State Central Committee 8

The State Convention 8

Glossary of Democratic Party Lingo 9

Credits and Thanks 9

About the Washtenaw County Democratic Party 10



3

Calendar

Feb. 15–19  Caucus Meetings to be called by their   
  leadership

Feb. 20  
9am–2 pm EST  Congressional District Caucuses

Feb. 20  State Convention 
2:30 pm EST/1:30 pm CST

The Call to Convention with the schedule is at this link:   
https://michigandems.com/wp-content/up-
loads/2020/12/2021-Spring-State-Call.pdf  

For more information: 
https://michigandems.com/toolkit/
spring-state-convention-2021/

https://michigandems.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2021-Spring-State-Call.pdf
https://michigandems.com/toolkit/spring-state-convention-2021/
https://michigandems.com/toolkit/spring-state-convention-2021/
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What is the Michigan Democratic Party  
State Convention?

Conventions are the meetings in which political parties do their busi-
ness: electing leadership, approving rules changes, and making resolu-
tions that help shape the party’s platform and direction. This year, with 
virtual meetings, 1) Constituent Caucus meetings, 2) Congressional 
District meetings, and 3) the full State Convention.

1) Caucuses are issue- and identity-based organizations within the 
party, for example the Youth, Justice, Progressive, Environmental, 
Anishinaabek, Arab-American and Black Caucuses. They gather to 
elect their officers and discuss issues of concern to their members. 
A full list and contacts is at https://michigandems.com/caucuses/.  
More on p. 6.

2) Congressional District (CD) meetings gather to elect their officers, 
their Executive Committee members, and the district’s represen-
tatives to the State Party’s governing body, the Democratic State 
Central Committee. The elected positions include 1 Chair, 1 Vice 
Chair, 1 Secretary, 1 Treasurer, at least 15 members of the District 
Executive Committee, and Members and Alternates of the DSCC 
(State Central). More on p. 7.

3) The full State Convention gathers all voting members to elect 1 
Chair of the MDP and 2 Vice Chairs, and to vote on resolutions. 
More on p. 8. 

Voting or Running for Party Office at the Convention

In order to hold a Party office or to vote at this convention, a person 
must have been a member of the Michigan Democratic Party for at 
least 30 days prior to the convention, or by Jan. 21st, 2021.

https://michigandems.com/caucuses/
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If you have joined the Party or renewed your membership, but have not 
received your MDP card, you are still a member if you registered online 
by Jan. 21st, or your forms were mailed in with a postmark no later 
than Jan. 21st. You can check on your status with your County Party 
head.

Note: If you are a Precinct Delegate, a Democratic elected official or a 
Democratic nominee, or your membership has expired within the 30-
day window, you are exempt from the 30-day requirement and can join 
the Party up until Feb. 20.

Nominations

This is not a nominating convention, so nominating petitions will not 
be proposed. We will be voting on Party leadership: the Chair and 
Vice Chairs of the MDP, as well as Chairs and Vice Chairs of each 
Congressional District. 

About Democratic Party Elections 

The Democratic Party is committed to the principle of equality in 
representation by gender and race. As you will see, elections for all 
positions include provisions to ensure equal representation. When 
electing delegates (Members) to the State Central Committee, there are 
a defined number of male and female Members and Alternates; for the 
Congressional District leadership, the Chair and Vice Chair must be of 
different genders; and for the leadership of the MDP, the Chair and the 
two Vice Chairs must be of different races.

Membership
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The Caucuses

To be held between Monday Feb. 15 and Friday Feb. 19

There are many caucuses! For a list of those who are meeting at this 
convention and their schedules: https://michigandems.com/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2021/02/Schedule.pdf

The annual MDP conventions are the main, and in normal times may 
be the only, in-person meetings of these groups. All caucuses will be 
holding elections for officers to serve for the next two years during 
their meetings. Some will have a prepared program with speakers.

What do the caucuses do? It all depends on the commitment (and 
available time) of the leaders and the members of each caucus. By sign-
ing in to receive a voting credential, you will be on their mailing list, so 
you could be asked to support a resolution, to endorse a candidate, or 
possibly to join in a hands-on organizing effort! With today’s commu-
nications possibilities it is increasingly possible to organize on a state-
wide basis.

Note: certain caucuses may require you to join before the 30-day win-
dow in order to vote. For others, you will just have to register at the link 
they give you to be credentialed for the caucus– that is, to be recog-
nized as a voting member. You will then be a member for the coming 
year, and receive updates on their work and projects.

https://michigandems.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Schedule.pdf
https://michigandems.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Schedule.pdf
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The Congressional District Meetings

9am – 2pm

Congressional District (CD) Meetings bring together Democrats from 
within each CD for the mission of supporting their Democratic repre-
sentative to Congress– or if lacking one, to work toward electing one. 
CD meetings are a venue where activists from each district can get 
to know each other and make common cause. (There are regular CD 
meetings throughout the year, back on your home turf.)

You will receive the link to be credentialed by your CD via email.

CDs elect their officers and Executive Committee members (their 
governing bodies) as well as their allotted number of Members and 
Alternates to the DSCC (State Central).

Candidates for the Offices of the CDs are at https://michigandems.
com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/MDPCandidates.pdf

More About CDs

Congressional Districts can contain more than one county, or parts of a 
county, depending on the population (and the level of gerrymandering 
– but that’s another issue). Washtenaw County, for example, is partly in 
the 12th CD along with parts of Wayne County, and partly in the 7th 
CD along with a number of other counties.

https://michigandems.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/MDPCandidates.pdf
https://michigandems.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/MDPCandidates.pdf
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The State Central Committee

During our Congressional District meetings, we will also elect delegates 
to the Democratic State Central Committee (DSCC).

The DSCC is the main governing body for the MDP. It reviews and ap-
proves the annual budget, and reviews and approves any pro- posed by-
law changes. It also elects Michigan’s allotted number of delegates to the 
Democratic National Committee (DNC), which will work to define the 
direction and shape of the national party and its platform. This is the 
main election that is contested at this convention.

Any MDP member can be nominated to serve on the DSCC. In normal 
times, they meet quarterly around the state, being hosted by different 
CDs to allow as many people as possible to participate. It’s important to 
have good delegates to the DSCC. Consider running if you are able!

Slate Voting

Those who wish to be candidates for a Committee seat present them-
selves as a “slate.” You can be a slate of 1 or more people. The only lim-
itation is the number of slots available in your area. Present your slate 
in order of priority. If you are a slate of 2 or more people, it is possible 
only 1, or even none, of you may be elected.

The State Convention

The main convention will begin with reports from the 3 Conventions 
Committees (Rules, Credentials and Resolutions). Next will be com-
ments by the candidates, followed by the vote. Other officers (secre-
tary, treasurer) are appointed by the Chair, as is the MDP’s Executive 
Committee.
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Glossary

MDP Michigan Democratic Party

CD Congressional District

DSCC Democratic State Central Committee

DNC Democratic National Committee

Credential A physical proof that you have registered and are recog-
nized as a member. Used for voting. 

Caucus A group of members who unite to advance a cause or an 
issue. 

Precinct 
Delegate

A volunteer who is elected, on the primary ballot, to 
represent and organize their precinct within the County 
Party. 

WCDP Washtenaw Democratic Party

Credits and Thanks

Many thanks to Michelle Deatrick, DNC Committeewoman, and to 
Mark LaChey, chair of the LGBT and Allies Caucus, whose Guide to the 
2016 convention was a model and a source for this one, and to the 
Communications Committee of the Washtenaw County Democratic 
Party.



About the Washtenaw County Democratic Party
The WCDP is thankful to all our dedicated volunteers, working tirelessly 
to mobilize voters and to organize for the issues essential to maintain-
ing and achieving our democracy.

We are experiencing record levels of membership and volunteerism 
through our precinct organizing, outreach and visibility teams, the 
WCDP Black Caucus, and many others. We host community forums, ed-
ucational programs and more .

As just one example, our precinct organizing committee is working 
hard to re-vitalize the traditional precinct delegate (PD) system. In 2018 
and 2020, the WCDP organized hundreds of PDs and other volunteers 
to distribute a Voter Guide, and we hand-delivered tens of thousands of 
Democratic slate cards at the polling places on Election Day.

It is the sincere hope of the WCDP, as we are able to draw on such a 
large Democratic base, to find ways to share the organizing resources 
we are developing with others throughout the state.

Join us! Learn how at  
www.washtenawdems.org/ 

 @Washtenaw Dems  

  facebook.com/washtenawdems/

https://www.washtenawdems.org/
http://www.facebook.com/washtenawdems/

